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This bulletin is issued to acquaint you with the program of the New London County 
Historical Society which was incorporated in 1870 "for the purpose of collecting,pre- 
serving and publishing historical and genealogical matter relating to the early * 
settlement and subsequent history, especially of New London County, and incidentally 


of other ei of the United States," 


The Subtaty invites you to visit its home during Ben House Week, 22-28 February, and 


to join its membership at this time if you are not already on ite list, 
Annual membership costs $1.00, Life member- 
On Sunday and Monday members of the Society will be in attendance as 
Coffee will be served from 3:30 to 5. 


blanks will be available at the Mansion. 
ship $50.00. 
your hosts from 1 to 5. 


OFFICERS OF THE SOCIETY 
1952-1953 


Preeswcene Ss. ss ‘pg Pry Dwight C, Lyman 
Vice Presidents............Nathan Belcher 
CGlifford H. Belden 
Edmund C. Johnston 
.Miss Marion 5, Clarke 
eer Greeters « Winthrop Trust Co. 


NEW LONDON GARDEN CLUB SALE 
4T MANSION A SUCCESS 


‘The Shaw Mansion looked exceedingly pretty 
with Christmas. decorations in every avail- 


able spct when -the New London Garden Club 
heid its "greens and goodies" sale in Dec- 
ember, Under the chairmanship of Mrs, | 
Wilson Brown, the ladies assembled a hand- 


some lot of decorations and foods which pin. 
“spite of a rainy day, made a very nice sum 
~ forthe pall are on the, Mansion gardens, 


Application 


SOCIETY SHARES GIFT OF OLD NEW LONDON 
PHOTOGRAPHS WITH PUBLIC LIBRARY 


An wuusual human interest stunt managed 
‘by the New London Day resulted in the ac- 


quisition by the Society of 100 old-time 
photographs of New London people. The Day, 


in clearing out its files, decided to dis- 
play these pictures in its Main Street 


windows, and offer them to townsfolk who 
coula identify them, The response was 
overwhelming, The Society and the Public 
Library expressed their interest in the 
pictures that remained, and The Day gra- 
ciously divided the balance between them, 


This experiment in recalling the faces of 


the past: could well be followed elsewhere 
“as a means of acquiring photographs for 


preservation for use by the genealogist or 
historian interested in some phase of in- 
dustrial or cultural ity: 


Bath. ae wee as: er "i sel ae! Hiden talents PLEASE BRING A FRIEND “AND PROSPECTIVE MEM- 


among the volunteer workers in the fields 
of wreath fashioning, original gift sug- 
gestions and spicy goodies, 


BER WITH YOU DURING OPEN HOUSE WEEK, 
22-28 FEBRUARY 


NEW LONDON COUNTY COURT HOUSE 
REMOVAL AGAIN DISCUSSED 


It is pleasant to report that the recent 
proposal to replace the courthouses in New 
London and Norwich with a central court- 
house in Montville has been decided against 
by the study committee headed by State Re- 
presentative Laurence M. Gilman of Bozrah, 
While the vote of the county legislators 
on this recommendation has been held up by 
a technicality, New Londoners are virtual- 
ly assured that the historic courthouse 
building at the head of State Street will 
be preserved for its present use, 


The courthouse has played a vital part in 
community life since its opening in 1784 
when it replaced the old courthouse which 
stood on the south side of the Parade, 

This first courthouse was destroyed by fire 
when Arnold and his British troops attack- 
ed the city, September 6, 1781. 


During the plague of yellow fever that 
visited New London in 1798, the courthouse 
was turned into a hospital for several 
weeks. The stricken were brought in and 
laid on cots on the first floor, Many died 
and were buried in the ground just around 
the corner. . 


Agricultural, political and religious 
bodies used this community ‘center, 
Methodists and Baptists, without meeting 
places of their own, found the courthouse 
available for assemblies in the late 18th 
and early 19th centuries, During the War 
of 1812 the city fathers met in the build- 
ing frequently. Reports were brought to — 
them by men who travelled by horse from the 
shores where the militia were stationed to 
prevent landings by the British. Before 
1825 there were county fairs with head- 
quarters at the courthouse. Farmers drove 
their herds from Waterford and Montville, 
from Mystic and Lyme to place them on ex- 
hibition in the neighboring lots, In the 
courthouse were exhibited the biggest ears 
of corn, the finest potatoes, the reddest 
watermelons and other farm products, | 


A great gathering took place in November 
1861, when the citizens of New London were 
called te enlist and fight the cause of the 
Union, Youths who enlisted in the excite- 
ment of that evening were brought back 
several months later to lie in state in the 
courthouse, where memorial services were 
held. Lee 


The mighty voice of Daniel Webster was 
heard here in one of his famous political 
speeches. Many of New London's members of 
the bar received their early experience 
within these walls. 


This splendid landmark is a focal point for 
every eye that delights in such a survival 
of New London's heritage. 


SOCIETY REPRESENTED AT MYSTIC MEETING 
OF CONNECTICUT LEAGUE 


The League of Connecticut Historical 


Societies met at Mystic Seaport, the home 


of the Marine Historical Association, in 
October, This meeting gave those un- 
familiar with the Seaport an opportunity 
to view the collections at leisure. Tours 
of the various buildings and ships were 
made in small groups with members of the 
staff as docents, : 


The members of the League brought sand- 
wiches and were the guests of Philip 
Mallory at coffee and dessert in the beau- 
tifully furnished Stillman House on the 
grounds. 


Reports were tendered at the business meet— 
ing. Mr. Carl Cutler welcomed the guests 
most graciously, and Mr. Mallory spoke on 
the place of the historical society as a 
phase of our American heritage. 


Mr, Cutler resigned as Curator, Secretary 
and Director of the Association on 31 
December 1952, His assistance and unfail- 
ing courtesy will long be remembered by 


. Many. 


Mr. Cutler is replaced by Mr. Edouard A. 
Stackpole of Nantucket. Mr, Stackpole, who 
comes of a line of whaling people, has 
served as President of the Nantucket His- 
torical Society, Curator and Director of 
the Nantucket Whaling Museum, and editor 
of the Nantucket Inquirer and Mirror, He 
is the author of a whaling book, "The Sea 
Hunters," written under a Guggenheim Fellow-— 
ship, and soon to be published. He has also 
written a number of adventure novels. 


SUNDAY OPENING OF SHAW MANSION 
BEING CONSIDERED 


It is felt that the Society could be of 
greater service by opening its doors from 
1 to 4 on Sundays. Many prospective 


- visitors have more leisure time during the 


weekend, The Sunday opening during Open 
* House Week will give us an opportunity to 
test your response, Your constructive 
“comments are invited, 


PRICK LIST OF SOCIETY PUBLICATIONS 
' IS NOW AVAILABLE 


A new price list of the Society's publi- 
cations has been prepared, listing the 
table of contents of each number of the 
Records and Papers. ‘The compilation of 
this list brought home to us strongly that 
there is much important material in these 
volumes. The last number was issued in 
1912, and it is hoped that it will not be 
tco long before there may be a new one to 
offer, 


FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST, ‘SCIENTIST 
UNDERGO ES sala ; OF FRONT 


The new front for ape First aes. of 

Christ, Scientist, has made a startling 
change in the ade toathaod of Hempstead 
and Granite Streets, The house which is 


the basis for the church was a distinguish-. 


ed architectural example of the 1850 
period, It was a severe almost square 
building with long windows on the first 
Pioor, conventional sash on the second, 
and narrow arched fenestration on the 
third, It had the heavy overhanging roof 
‘ familiar in this "Italian villa" type of 
town house, and in addition had two decora- 
. tives bays on the south side with handsome 
eaves decoration of repeated arches, like 
that on the roof, A massive square cupola 
finished off the flat roof, A few years 
ago the cornice was removed, and with it 
went much of the interest of the house, 


Now a New England type of church has risen 
from the ruins, The third story has been 
removed and a gable roof constructed. The 
front has been furnished with a columned 
portico, and a new cupola with spire in 
keeping with the style has been provided, 
it is a very pretty church building, but it 
has destroyed forever the original inten-~ 
tion of the builder. There is perhaps some 
justification for the change, since the 
buiiding is close to the spot on which the 
first meeting house in New London stood, 
However, no attempt has been made to re- 
produce that building which was of an earl- 
ier and far cruder style than this church. 


It is always a source of regret when one of 
the houses associated with prominent New 
London families --- in this instance the 


Cecelia Griswold, 


‘They range in date from about 1 


Lippitt family --- is lost te us, either 
by complete destruction or by such changes 
as sinseaease) it CE BRE 


INDEX TO MISS CAULKINS'S HISTORY 
OF NEW LONDON COMPLETED 


The publication and sale of the Index to 
Miss Frances M, Caulkins's History of New 
London by the Public Library of New London 


is a’matter of importance to all who are 
“working in the fields of history and gen- 


The Index is the result of years 
labor on, the part of Miss 

It is a masterly piece 
of- work, and we hope that her satisfaction 
is as deep as our gratitude, Indexing can 


ealogy. 
of painstaking 


- never carry with it the joy of creative 
“writing as it is, 


by its very nature, ab- 
sorbed by the work to which it pertains. 
The reward must come to an unselfish person 
(and no other would undertake the task) in 
the thought that hours of time and frustra- 
tion aré gaved for those who will use the 


index, 


SAVANNAH PORT AUTHORITY CELEBRATION 
HONORED NEW LONDON'S MOSES ROGERS 


The Society sent a congratulatory message 


to the mayor of Savannah, Georgia on the 


occasion of the dedication of the new state 
docks. The ogxercises commemerated the 
first steamship crossing of the Atlantic in 


1819 by the Savannah, commanded by Captain 
Moses Rogers of New London, 


Captain Rogers's great-great grandniece, 


Miss Bette Anne Wildes of Noank, was pre-~ 
sent at the ceremonies, and unveiled a 
dedicatory plaque marking the vessel's 
accomplishment, 


, CATALOGING OF SOCIETY'S COLLECTIONS 
_ WELL UNDERWAY 


Cataloging of the library of the Society 
has continued at as rapid a pace as the 
usual interruptions permit. Two sections 
are near completion, the town histories 
and genealogies, and the pamphlet collec- 
tions, The town histories and genealogies 
are the most frequently consulted cf our 
holdings, The pamphlets are in many ways 
an extension of the town histories, pre- 
senting as they de a vast amount of the 
religious thought of the day. They offer 
the funeral sermcns of many prominent people, 
and so give a contemporary estimate of 
achievements, and some political events. 
700 te about 
1900, 


A card catalog with numerous cross refer— 
ences is well underway, but is now yet 
available for public use, 


MISS CHAMPION'S STORIES OF 
OLD NEW LONDON NOW AVATLABLE 
AT SOCIETY BEADAUORT ARS 


Miss Florence Champion has iencadand with: 
the Society. copies of "Glad in Doublet-and 
Hose," This, book, written: by Miss May 
Kelsey Champion, is a story of Colonial 


life which is centered in. New London; Miss 


Champion was formerly secretary of the 
Society and contributed to many magazines. 
before her death in 1911. Copies of "Clad 
in Doublet and Hose" are available at Uris 
Shay Mansion at $1.50 each. ~ 


GIFT OF PITCHER REVEALS - 
RELATIONSHIP. OF SOCIETY MEMBERS - 
TO NOTED MEN 


The recent gift to the Society of .a’ small 
stoneware pitcher with a view of Race Rock 
lighthouse provoked interested comment 
from two of our members who revealed re- 
lationship to the men responsible for this 
remarkable engineering feat in the waters 
near New LODE os Oe 


Reatados Holt Saami iene is oe grand niece 
of F, Hopkinson Smith, a man of many 
talents, to whom fell the task of design- 


ing the Mab tRonaS and. aseg ates the foun-- 


dation. .. 


From The New London County Historical 
Society, Shaw Mansion | 
121 Blinman Street 
' New London, Connecticut 


~ “Return Postage Guaranteed 


mem ee » 
as 


Lila Parrish Lyman is the granddaughter 
of Captain Thomas A. Scott, who contract- 
ed with Mr, Smith to build the Lighthouse. 


Race Rock Light has been flashing its 
beacon for 75 years as a memorial to the 
brave men who built it so well for future 
mariners, | 


Did you know that the Shaw Mansion is one 
of the few New London houses that escaped 
destruction during the Revolution? It was 
built in 1756 by Nathaniel Shaw, a pros- 
pérous merchant, and was purchased by the 
New London Coutity Historical society: in 
1907. 


SELECTIONS FROM THE 1952 ACCESSION LIST. 


Dressing table and print of Mount Vernon 
| ~~-Miss Gertrude Palmer 
Blue Chinese damask quilt --—Misses Clara 
and Ruth Hamilton 
Large oriental rug-Mrs. Clifford H,Belden 
Compass, two pairs spectacles, watch and 
books --Mrs. Maurice E, Sherman 
in memory of Mr. Sherman 
Glass, china and silver from Shaw, Perkins 
families-Estate of Mrs. Jeanette M. K, 


Griswold and Mrs, John H. Griswold. 


Several pieces of carved ivory 
~-~Mr, and Mrs, Robert Post 


Whale vertebra --Mr, Charles Prentis 


ares and genealogies ~-Mrs, Billings B. 
Fairbrother 
Books, stoneware pitcher, daguerreotypes,. 
algae albums and medals 
~-~Mr, Raymond J, Walker 


